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and baggage ponies, etc., to keep with the column, and this of necessity ren-
dered its progress very slow.

5.  The  advance of the column was  unopposed by the  enemy until
arrival at the ford over a small stream that joins the Thenglin river, about
four miles below Mansi.   Here a heavy but   badly-directed fire was opened
by the enemy who, however, gradually retired before us to their first stock-
ade, some distance up the road, which was found to be formidably obstruct-
ed for quite 100 yards before each position, of which there were four.

6.  The first three of the enemy's positions were turned and the  enemy
forced back up the hill with ease by the advanced party; the Afridis and other
Pathans of the 26th Punjab Infantry, whose scouting capabilities are quite
equal to those of the Kachins themselves, being in front of all.    The fourth,
however, was somewhat more formidable,  the  road in  front of it,  which
originally led down into a ravine and up again on the other side, having been
entirely destroyed by the enemy.    Before any attempt   could  be made  to
turn this position, about fifty yards of road, completely commanded by two
stockades, had to be traversed.    This was accomplished in  two rushes by
the Afridi Company, 26th Punjab Infantry, led by Lieutenant Dillon and
Lieutenant Couchman, Madras Infantry.    The position was then turned, and
was occupied by the Afridis, who covered the sappers whilst  repairing the
road and pulling down the stockades.   No further opposition was met with,
and the   column  arrived  at  our  camping-ground  at   Pan   Yaung about
4: o'clock P.M., having taken from 5-30 A.M. to accomplish about eight miles.

7.  The next day (23rd May) all available transport animals were sent
back to Mansi  escorted by fifty rifles,  Royal Welsh Fusiliers,  twenty-five
sappers, and 100 rifles, 26th Punjab Infantry, Lieutenant Anderson, 26th
Punjab Infantry, in command, to bring up supplies for the troops.

8.  It was my full intention to have advanced the next  morning (25th
May) on Karwan, leaving two guns, Hazara Mountain Battery, forty rifles,
Royal Welsh Fusiliers, and fifty rifles, 26th Punjab Infantry, under the com-
mand of Major Hadden, Royal Welsh Fusiliers,  for the protection of the
post and stores.    Orders for the advance had been issued, when information
received by Major Cooke, the Political Officer with the force,   caused  that
officer to urgently represent that any further advance would be detrimental to
the policy which Mr. Bernard, Chief Commissioner, had laid down as desirable
in regard to the Ponkan Kachins and their Sawbwa.   Major Cooke, however,
recommended that, as the force was furnished with ample provisions, it should
be detained where it was for several days.    This I considered most advise-
able, as it enabled me to communicate with Brigadier-General Griffith, reporting
how matters stood, and admitted of Captain Hobday, Assistant Superinten-
dent of Survey, continuing his survey of the  adjacent  country,   and  also
of my sending small reconnoitring parties in various directions.